TOWN COUNCIL MEETING
April 20th, 2026
Town Hall
6:00 PM

1) Meeting Call to Order: Mayor Dakota Mitchem called the meeting to order.  In attendance were Council members Doug Reed, Lynn Coughlin, Shelly Turk Bonnie Gray; Public Works Assistant Dale Limberhand; Code Enforcement Gary Foechterle; Town Attorney Ray Kuntz; Clerk/Treasurer Amber Foechterle.

2) Pledge of Allegiance: 

3) Consent Agenda: 
a) Regular Meeting Council Agenda
b) March 19th, 2026 Regular Meeting Minutes
c) April 2026 Disbursements (Claims 19354 through 19430). Shelly Turk entered a motion to approve all items. Lynn Coughlin second. All in favor. 

4) Public Comment on Agenda Items: None

5) Public Comment on Non-Agenda Items: None 

6) Riverstone: Carly May updated council on property options for Riverside.

7) Triple Tree Reports: Jason Crawford repeated what was discussed at the public meeting. Much discussion about salary surveys and rate increases. Shelly Turk entered a motion to move forward with the wastewater project with an increase between $8 and $16 per month per user.  Bonnie second. All in favor. Clerk will investigate salary survey options.

8) Mayor/Council Reports:
a. Councilperson Lynn Coughlin: Nothing to report. 
b. Councilperson Doug Reed: Nothing to report.
c. Councilperson Bonnie Gray: Nothing to report.
d. Councilperson Shelly Turk: Nothing to report.
e. Mayor Dakota Mitchem: Nothing to report.

9) Carbon County Sheriff’s Office Reports: Deputy Bob Reed gave a report of calls in the Town for March/April 2026. 

10) Employee Reports: 
a. Public Works: Water usage for March 2026: 1,861,200 gallons for the month
                                                                                 235.0 GPM for two wells		     
                                                                                 60,038.7 gallons a day average                              
                                                                                                                                                                                        
i. Most of the parts are in for the State Street well. 
ii. New regulations have been set for bacteria samples
iii. There was a work related issue at the lagoons.
iv. Had a plugged sewer at the shop last week. 



b. Clerk/Treasurer Amber Foechterle: 
i. Spring Clean-up scheduled for May 2nd, 2026.
ii. The John Deere tractor has been paid off.
iii. The loan for the Boulevard has been taken care of. 
iv. Next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, May 20th, 2026 at 6pm.

c. Code Enforcement/I.T. Gary Foechterle: 
i. Clerks computer is in. 
ii. Dealing with abandoned car on East Railway with the assistance of the sheriff’s office.
iii. Replaced the router at Town Hall.
iv. Rimrock Computer Company will be doing the backups for the computers at Town Hall.

d. Town Attorney Ray Kuntz: 
i. Judge Schara will no longer be the Joliet City Judge. Judge Schmalz with Justice court is willing to contract with us for judicial services.

e. Fire Chief Melvin Hoferer: Not in attendance.

11)  Committee Reports:
a) Beartooth RC&D: Nothing to report.
b) Beautification Committee: Kathie Riley updated council on Jammin’ Out in Joliet which will be held on 6/20/2026. 
c) Ordinance Committee: Nothing to report.
d) Planning Board: Nothing to report
e) JCDA: Nothing to report.
f) Zoning: Nothing to report.

12) Riverstone: Moved to the beginning of the meeting.

13)  Zoning Requests: 

a) 111 E Central Building Request: Mr. Muhs did not fill out the variance application correctly. Shelly Turk entered a motion to table the request. Bonnie Gray second. All in favor. Motion tabled.
b) 121 N Park Fence Request: Shelly Turk entered a motion to approve the application. Doug Reed second. All in favor. Clerk will send approval letter.

14) Old Business:
a) Jeremy Dewell updated council on the Veteran Memorial. A flagpole was donated and he is working on getting a rock.
b) MDT Crosswalk Update: Still waiting to hear from Helena on whether we are approved for the light.







15)  New Business: 
a) Lion’s Club MOU: Casey Weber explained the Mou and the playground equipment plan to town
             council. Much discussion of maintenance of the park and if the Town of Joliet is willing to take 
             over that. Doug Reed entered a motion to approve the MOU. Lynn Coughlin second. All in favor
b) FFA Cross/Dog Tag Discussion: President of the FFA, Alisha Kowalzek requested permission to use more of the boulevard for crosses and dog tags. Mayor Mitchem gave her permission to use as much as she needed.
c) Homesteader Swap Request: No one in attendance.
d) Joliet City Judge Contract Discussion: Carbon County Justice Court Judge Jeff Schmalz is willing to contract with Joliet for judicial services. Much discussion. Attorney Ray Kuntz suggested that the council at least talk with Justice court since we have to have someone set up by June 1, 2026. Shelly Turk entered a motion to have the clerk get more information from Judge Schmalz. Lynn Coughlin second. All in favor.
e) MMIA Workers Comp Withdrawal: Shelly Turk entered a motion to withdraw from MMIA workers comp. Doug Reed second. All in favor.
f) 2nd Reading of Ordinance Changes: Shelly Turk entered a motion to approve the second reading. Bonnie Gray second. Ordinances approved.  

16) Correspondence: Letter to Governor Gianforte inviting him to Joliet to speak at Jammin Out in Joliet.

17) Meeting Adjourned: The next regular meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, May 20th, 2026, at 6:00 p.m. at Joliet Town Hall. Lynn Coughlin entered a motion to adjourn. Shelly Turk second. All in favor. Meeting adjourned.  


Approved and accepted on this 20th day of May 2026.

__________________________________           	           _________________________________                       
Dakota Mitchem, Mayor                                      	           Amber Foechterle, Clerk/Treasurer


