
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING
June 22nd, 2026
Town Hall
6:00 PM


1) Meeting Call to Order: Mayor Dakota Mitchem called the meeting to order.  In attendance were Council members Doug Reed, Lynn Coughlin, Shelly Turk.; Public Works Director Charlie Buechler; Code Enforcement Gary Foechterle; Clerk/Treasurer Amber Foechterle; Town Attorney Ray Kuntz.

2) Pledge of Allegiance: 

3) Consent Agenda: 
a) Regular Meeting Council Agenda
b) June 22nd, 2026 Regular Meeting Minutes
c) July 22nd, 2026 Special Meeting Minutes: Riverstone
d) July 22nd, 2026 Special Meeting Minutes: DeBruycker
e) July 2026 Disbursements (Claims 19527 through 19661). Shelly Turk entered a motion to approve all items. Doug Reed second. All in favor. 

4) Public Comment on Agenda Items: None

5) Public Comment on Non-Agenda Items: None

6) Triple Tree Reports: 

7) Mayor/Council Reports:
a. Councilperson Lynn Coughlin: Nothing to report. 
b. Councilperson Doug Reed: Nothing to report.
c. Councilperson Bonnie Gray: Not in attendance.
d. Councilperson Shelly Turk: Commented on the posts from Joliet citizens in reference to the town cancelling fireworks. She stated they were very offense, disgusting and inappropriate. She feels that the town can do better.
e. Mayor Dakota Mitchem: Stated that we need to talk about fireworks and his thoughts are to ban them completely in Joliet.

8) Carbon County Sheriff’s Office Reports: Sheriff Josh McQuillan gave a report of calls in the Town for June/July 2026. He asked that he be told when we have fireworks discussion since they are the ones that enforce laws in Joliet. Shelly Turk thanked him for putting together more thorough reports for the council.

9) Employee Reports: 
a. Public Works: Water usage for May 2026:          2,921,300 gallons for the month
                                                                                 227.6 GPM for two wells		     
                                                                                 94,235.4 gallons a day average                              
                                                                                                                                                                                        
i. Called to a water leak on Saturday May 23rd and the curb stop had to be replaced.
ii. Water leak at 308 S Main Street on June 10th. A contractor came in to fix it.
iii. Fence construction will begin on 6/24/26 at the water tank.
iv. Ace Electric wired in the new cl-val valve and chlorine booster pump at the State Street well. Hoping the well is back online by the 4th of July.
v. Sewer is finally working well.
vi. Billings Pavement Services is holding a week for us, and they need to know if we will approve the paving bid for at least N Main Street. After discussion council decided to wait until the July meeting. A letter will be sent to the school requesting monetary assistance for the project.



b. Clerk/Treasurer Amber Foechterle: 
i. Town Hall closed July 2nd through July 5th.
ii. Parade is on the 4th of July at noon.
iii. Next meeting is scheduled for Monday, July 20th, 2026 at 6pm.

c. Code Enforcement/I.T. Gary Foechterle: 
i. The smart lock on the bulk water has been a success. The town has received more payments for bulk water in one week than it was last year.
ii. Several weed letters were sent out with all but one of them became compliant. The Town mowed the yard, and they will be billed for it.
iii. Will be working on getting a Montana Herbicide/Pesticide License.

d. Town Attorney Ray Kuntz: 
i. Not in attendance

e. Fire Chief Melvin Hoferer: Not in attendance.

10)  Committee Reports:
a) Beartooth RC&D: Nothing to report.
b) Beautification Committee: Kathie Riley updated council on Jammin’ Out in Joliet. There will be some changes next year but overall, it went well.
c) Lions Club: Flo McMasters gave an update of events that will be going on throughout the summer to fundraise for the park equipment.
d) Ordinance Committee: Nothing to report.
e) Planning Board: Nothing to report
f) JCDA: Nothing to report.
g) Zoning: Nothing to report.


11)  Zoning Requests: 
a) 111 E Central Building Request: Shelly Turk said that the application can be approved. Discussion about Mr. Muhs having to dig in the alley for sewer service but it will be supervised by Joliet Public Works. 
b) 201 W Carbon Building Request: The Zoning Committee did not go to the address to look at the project. Tabled for next meeting.

12)  Riverstone Health: 

13) Old Business:
a) Veteran Memorial Update: No update
b) Income Survey Update: The Clerk asked council if they are still willing to go door to door with the income surveys. Much discussion about rate increase and surveys. Council will go door to door.



14)  New Business: 
a) Robin Debruycker: Proposal – Robin Debruycker addressed the town council about wishing to buy the land that Black Brew Coffee and Bigfoot Burger sit. She stated that on top of the offer she will be responsible for a new sprinkler system, sidewalk continuation to the Community Center, any closing costs, any surveys that are needed, all dirt work and property maintenance. Her beginning offer is $100,000 and the town council agreed to meet with her to discuss it. Bonnie Gray entered a motion to approve discussing a proposal with the owner. Lynn Coughlin seconded. All in favor. Clerk will contact the Town Attorney to see when he is available to meet with them. 
b) Second Reading Fiber Optic and Telecommunications Franchise Ordinance: Shelly Turk entered a motion to approve the 2nd reading. Lynn Coughlin seconded. All in favor.
c) Business License Application: Bonnie Gray entered a motion to approve the business license for 604 W Front. Shelly Turk seconded. All in favor.
d) Vehicles on Blvd Discussion: Complaints about vehicles that are parked for sale on the boulevard from public works not being able to mow around them. Much discussion about what to do with the vehicles. It was decided to call all owners to advise them that they can only be parked there for five days.

15) Correspondence: 

16) Meeting Adjourned: The next regular meeting is scheduled for Monday, July 20th, 2026, at 6:00 p.m. at Joliet Town Hall. Lynn Coughlin entered a motion to adjourn. Shelly Turk second. All in favor. Meeting adjourned.  


Approved and accepted on this 27th day of July 2026.


__________________________________           	           _________________________________                       
Dakota Mitchem, Mayor                                      	           Amber Foechterle, Clerk/Treasurer


