

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING
August 24th, 2026
Town Hall
6:00 PM


1) Meeting Call to Order: Mayor Dakota Mitchem called the meeting to order.  In attendance were Council members Doug Reed, Lynn Coughlin, Shelly Turk, Bonnie Gray (phone); Public Works Director Charlie Buechler; Code Enforcement Gary Foechterle; Clerk/Treasurer Amber Foechterle; Town Attorney Ray Kuntz.

2) Pledge of Allegiance: 

3) Consent Agenda: 
a) Regular Meeting Council Agenda
b) July 27th, 2026 Regular Meeting Minutes
c) August 2026 Disbursements (Claims 19662 through 19736). Shelly Turk entered a motion to approve all items. Doug Reed second. All in favor. 

4) Public Comment on Agenda Items: None

5) Public Comment on Non-Agenda Items: None

6) Mayor/Council Reports:
a. Councilperson Lynn Coughlin: Nothing to report. 
b. Councilperson Doug Reed: Nothing to report.
c. Councilperson Bonnie Gray: Nothing to report
d. Councilperson Shelly Turk: Nothing to report
e. Mayor Dakota Mitchem: Nothing to report

7) Carbon County Sheriff’s Office Reports: Deputy Bob Reed gave a report of calls in the Town for July/August 2026. 

8) Employee Reports: 
a. Public Works: Water usage for July 2026:            5,251,712 gallons for the month
                                                                                 403.0 GPM for two wells		     
                                                                                 169,410 gallons a day                               
                                                                                                                                                                                        
i. Water leak at 410 S Main Street. COP Construction came in to repair it. They have the town a $100 an hour discount for the work they did. 
ii. Mike Kananen wants to start on his project. He will have to re-submit an application since the last one expired. 
iii. There have been some leaks reported that were all the responsibility of the homeowners. 
iv. Hydrants were flushed last week. 
v. While flushing hydrants it was determined that someone had drilled a well at the end of Second Street without calling in a locate. The well was drilled within less than ten feet of our six-inch water main. This could have caused extreme damage and drained most of the water tank before it was discovered. 
vi. Sewer is doing okay.
vii. A resident that was part of the original group in high school that built the storage shed at the park would like to upgrade the building. He is willing to do this at no cost to the town. Council approved the request.
viii. While checking the sewer Public Works found several hypodermic syringes that still had needles on them and none of them had caps on. This put all of public works at risk and could have done severe damage to the system.

b. Clerk/Treasurer Amber Foechterle: 
i. Auditors here starting August 3rd.
ii. Income Surveys will be sent out with water bills next week.
iii. Budget meeting scheduled for August 17th, 2026 at 2:30.
iv. Public meeting scheduled for August 24th at 5:00 pm for Riverstone.
v. Lion’s club will remove flower planter between N 1st and Madison.
vi. The recycling bin by Bigfoot Burger is provided by Mackenzie at no cost to the town. 
vii. Left message with Governor Gianforte’s office to check on deed to the Boulevard and have not heard back.
viii. Next meeting is scheduled for Monday, August 24th, 2026 at 6pm.

c. Code Enforcement/I.T. Gary Foechterle: 
i. Some of the email addresses for council have not been checked but it was decided to keep the addresses.
ii. It was decided by council to cancel 120 water services.
iii. Poop bag dispensers have new locks due to the ones on them having been broken and bags have been ordered. 
iv. Most of my time has been spent on public works this month. 
v. David Thomspon donated a photo to the town.

d. Town Attorney Ray Kuntz: 
i. Gave an update on the new city judge and all is working well. 

e. Fire Chief Melvin Hoferer: Not in attendance.

9)  Committee Reports:
a) Beartooth RC&D: Nothing to report.
b) Beautification Committee: Not in attendance.
c) Lions Club: Not in attendance.
d) Ordinance Committee: Nothing to report.
e) Planning Board: Nothing to report
f) JCDA: Nothing to report.
g) Zoning: Nothing to report.


10)  Zoning Requests: 
a) 201 W Carbon Deck Variance: Shelly Turk entered a motion to approve the variance. Doug Reed second. All in favor.
b) 111 E Carbon Deck Request: Shelly Turk entered a motion to approve the application Doug Reed second. All in favor.
c) 312 Cottonwood Carport Variance: Shelly Turk entered a motion to approve the variance. Lynn Coughlin second. All in favor.
d) 113 N Main Chicken Application: Lynn Coughlin entered a motion to deny the application. Shelly Turk second. All in favor.

11)  Riverstone Health: Eric Owen updated council on the MOU. Mayor Mitchem asked if it would be possible for them to stay open for more than two days a week. Mr. Owen said that with the current primary care, two days are enough. However, with a broader range of services, it would be open more. 

12) Old Business:
a) Veteran Memorial Update: Jeremy Dewell gave an update to the council. A go fund me account has been set up for donations as well as a bank account.
b) Income Survey Update: Clerk will mail them out with the water bills.

13)  New Business: 
a) Fireworks Discussion: Summer Graber sent a letter to council with reference to loud fireworks during the farmers market on July 3rd.
b) Riverstone Health MOU: Shelly Turk entered a motion to approve. Doug Reed seconded. All in favor. 
c) DeBruycker Discussion: An appraisal needs to be completed on the property. 
d) Joliet Addressing Interlocal Agreement: Patrick Benson with Carbon County GIS introduced himself to the council and explained the agreement. Doug Reed entered a motion to approve. Shelly Turk seconded. All in favor.
e) TCT Fiber Optic & Telecommunications Franchise Agreement: Lynn Coughlin entered a motion to approve the agreement. Shelly Turk seconded. All in favor.
f) Charter/Spectrum Franchise Agreement: Not in attendance. Per Ray Kuntz, the agreement needs to be looking into further.
g) Resolution No. 2026R-003 Library Budget Amendment: Much discussion about requesting assistance from the library for services. Shelly Turk entered a motion to approve. Doug Reed seconded. All in favor.

14) Correspondence: 

15) Meeting Adjourned: The next regular meeting is scheduled for Monday, August 24th, 2026, at 6:00 p.m. at Joliet Town Hall. Lynn Coughlin entered a motion to adjourn. Doug Reed second. All in favor. Meeting adjourned.  


Approved and accepted on this 24th day of August 2026.


__________________________________           	           _________________________________                       
Dakota Mitchem, Mayor                                      	           Amber Foechterle, Clerk/Treasurer


